
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear Norwood School Community, 

Thank you for all your patience and understanding during this trying time for our school district. As you 
are aware, Governor Polis on March 18 issued an Executive Order directing all schools to suspend 
in-person instruction through April 17, 2020, in order to limit the spread of Coronavirus 2019. 
Additionally, you should be aware that the governor said there is a high possibility in-person instruction 
will not resume this school year. 

The following information is lengthy but we are working to provide as much information as possible in 
an efficient manner. 

Does the alternative way of teaching “count” for moving to the next grade? 
Yes, Governor Polis has stated that although buildings are closed, districts will continue to provide 
curriculum & instruction in order to “ready students to go to the next grade.” 

 
What does this new style of learning look like for my elementary age child(ren) at Norwood Schools? 
Elementary school teachers are trying to be as realistic as possible with the expectations of distance 
learning. This is a brand new way of teaching our students and we know that this will not come without 
challenges for you, your child and for the teachers. Each teacher will reach out to you with what 
instruction will look like for the next few weeks after spring break and what platform they will be using. 
We know that for some of you the platforms are unfamiliar and we encourage you to reach out to your 
child’s teacher for assistance. They will be available to you during their workday to support you and your 
child in this process. We are sure you already have established a way to communicate with your child’s 
teacher, but if there is a better way to do this please let them know.  Teachers will be communicating 
how they will be tracking  participation and how completion of work will be assessed. Teachers are also 
working towards face to face virtual contact.  
 
We encourage you to create a routine for your child when it comes to distance learning. A routine around 
learning will provide some normalcy during this crazy time and will provide structure in their day which 
can help relieve some of the anxiety that comes with this situation. Lastly, communication is key. Your 
child’s teacher is willing to do whatever is necessary to support you during this challenging time, please 
reach out to them via text, DOJO, email or by phone. 
 
What does this new style of learning look like for my middle and high school age child(ren) at 
Norwood Schools? 
Middle and high school teachers are being flexible and creative with grading expectations as we shift to 
“at home and digital learning;” students are still responsible for accessing the work and meeting 
deadlines.  Secondary school work is being graded and entered for credit. While we won’t be keeping 
traditional attendance, submitted school work and virtual conversations through Google Classroom, 
email, ZOOM, and other platforms will serve as indication that students are attending their lessons. 
Teachers are reaching out to students via email, text, and phone calls to support them, problem-solve, 
and answer questions.  
 
After spring break teachers will be incorporating more ways to reach students using platforms like 
ZOOM, webinars, and instructional videos.  Please reach out to your child’s teacher if there is a barrier to 
learning and they will do everything possible to support you and your child(ren). All students and parents 



have been emailed an invitation to join Google Classroom.  
 
Parents, please check your spam folder if you have not received it. This will allow you access to your 
child’s assignments and work in real time. If you are unsure how to navigate the platform your child can 
show you as all of our secondary students have been on Google Classroom. 
 
What about specials classes and electives? So, far it looks like only core classes are being taught 
online. 
The secondary team is meeting today to discuss the continuation of these classes.  As a district, we have 
local control over graduation requirements and are weighing the options and resources we have 
available to continue these classes. We will let you know of the decision and whether instruction for 
these courses will start up on April 6th. Our elementary specials will be embedded in the platform the 
classroom teachers are using. They will be posting activities for your children during this time. They are 
intended to give you ideas to keep your child active in the arts and with physical activity.  
 
Will there be mandatory state testing this year? 
The governor cancelled all Spring 2020 state testing (CMAS) but we are awaiting the final word on the 
SAT testing and will let you know as soon as that is confirmed. 
 
Are other districts in the state also moving instruction online? 
Yes, Norwood is ahead of most Colorado school districts with online learning support as we rolled out an 
8-day learning plan last week while most Front Range school districts were on extended vacation.   
 
Are all upcoming events, like the mock crash and the Prom cancelled? 
Yes, at this time all large gatherings have been cancelled. 
 
My child is a senior, what about the graduation ceremony? 
Seniors and parents of graduates please do not worry about your Graduation Ceremony at this time.  The 
2020 Graduation ceremony may be unconventional but it will most definitely occur. The district needs to 
wait until later in April/early May when we have more information on health guidelines for gatherings so 
we can develop the best possible ceremony for our graduates.  

 
Has the Norwood Schools staff been able to meet and plan for next steps? 
Yes, an all staff virtual meeting of 50 people occurred March 24th to discuss the school closure and to 
check in on the needs of our staff. We also had building level meetings to plan and problem solve the 
next steps in distance learning. We will continue with all school business but are moving to virtual 
meetings and discussions.  
 
Will there be meals available for my child(ren)? 
Yes, NPS has been working with Maggie’s Pizza to provide FREE breakfast and lunch for ALL students 
daily regardless of where they attend school. However, the Governor’s orders to “stay at home” have 
resulted in Maggie’s closing through the order. The  Grab and Go meals will now be available on Monday 
through Thursday  from 11-Noon at the school curbside on Summit street at the breezeway between the 
elementary and APR. The Thursday meal will contain extra food for Friday. 
 
My child(ren) need(s) school supplies or items out of their lockers, can we come by the school? 
Students will be allowed to pick up school supplies, items from their lockers, and instructional materials 
needed for their classes on April 6th from 9am to Noon and by appointment in the afternoon. We will 



send more detailed information closer to the date. This is not intended to be a locker clean out. 
 
My child(ren) need(s) a Chromebook to complete their work, can we come by the school? 
Students will be allowed to check out a Chromebook on April 6th from 9am to Noon and by appointment 
in the afternoon. Please contact Ken Lawrence, ken.lawrence@norwoodk12.org or (970) 551-0047, prior 
to this date to reserve a device. An adult must be present at the time of pick up to sign the liability form. 
We will send more detailed information closer to the date.  
 
We don’t have the Internet at our home or it’s not a strong signal. Help! 
Families who do not have internet access for their students at home may now call ClearNetworx to get 
internet service installed free during this COVID-19 situation. For more information contact ClearNetworx 
at (970) 240-6600 and tell them you are a Norwood School family. This is for families without service. If 
you have service but it is inadequate you may call and talk to them about your situation. Thanks to the 
Telluride Foundation and ClearNetworx for making this happen. 
 
 NNTC now has HOT SPOTS installed in Paradox, Nucla, Naturita and Gateway.nNNTC is now offering 
Students doing ONLINE CLASSES, upgraded speeds up to 10 Meg at NO ADDITIONAL COST. For more 
information call  864-7335.  
 
Brainstorm/Forethought are working to improve the quality of your existing service.  
 
The Lone Cone Library is also offering a free parking lot WiFi connection. To connect choose LCLPATRON 
and the password is loneconefree. NPS will keep you updated on these services.  
 
My child(ren) need(s) support with scholarships, SAT preparation, or were seeing mental health 
providers before the closure, where can they get help? 
Our counselor, Rick Williams, rick.williams@norwoodk12.org, is continuing to work with graduating 
seniors and juniors on scholarships and testing preparation. Mr. Williams maintains his staff website 
page with updated scholarship information and is emailing students regularly. He is also available as a 
resource for other supports you and your family may need during this time. 
 
I am overwhelmed with information and need support regarding health care, medications, and where 
to get help for my family, who can help me? 
Our district nurse, Teri Williams, teri.williams@norwoodk12.org,  is maintaining resources for health 
care/insurance/food supplements/information from public health departments, updates on COVID 
posted on her school website under health information. She will be making calls to high need students to 
assess for medication needs/refills/mental health support. Mrs. Williams will also be available for Zoom 
video conference, please email her to schedule an appointment during school days. She can also assist 
with client navigation for medical resources available via video call or phone call. You may also call the 
Center of Mental Health. This is a free call, 24-hour support line open to our community at this time. If 
you are feeling stressed, anxious, or just need to talk with someone, call 970.252.6220. 
 
My child(ren) has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), 504 plan, or receives other supports. How 
will they be supported in this move to an alternate style of instruction? 
We will make every effort to provide appropriate special education and related services for students with 
disabilities. We have been given some flexibility on how to provide these services, so Andrya 
Brantingham and her team of paraprofessionals are working on other ways to meet the needs of 
students with disabilities based on the nature of a student’s disability and individual needs of the 
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student.  If you have questions around your child’s 504 plan please contact Rick Williams, 
rick.williams@norwoodk12.org. 
 
Will instruction continue during Spring Break?  
No, Spring Break is from March 27-April 5.  This is a break.  There will be no instructional learning or 
support during this time. 
 
Are the school facilities being disinfected? 
Yes, our custodial team followed all health protocols and disinfected the entire campus the first week of 
closure. Given that education is considered an essential service, we continue to adhere to strict guidelines 
for the safety of our staff.  We have also been cooperating with Fire Chief  John Bockrath for the 
upcoming COVID-19  blood draw on April 2nd. This information was recently finalized and we will be 
assisting the Norwood Fire Protection District with communicating to our stakeholders. 
 
Where can I go to get the most current information on COVID-19 related topics? 
San Miguel County maintains an up-to-date COVID-10 information page. This page also contains links to 
state and federal information along with local resources and ways you can volunteer to help within the 
community. We would encourage you to sign up for notifications from the county to receive the most 
current information. You can also set the county to have priority in your social media so you don’t miss 
an announcement. 
 
In closure... 
During times of uncertainty it is important we also recognize the good. We all appreciate the outpouring 
of gratitude and appreciation for our teachers, principals and support staff.  Everyone has worked so 
hard to ensure that learning continues within this challenging time. We also appreciate all of you, 
parents and guardians, who are juggling working from home or not, suddenly having your children home 
all day and developing routines and figuring out technology and life in general. We know that this is not 
easy for you either.  
 
While school may not be happening in a conventional way, the lessons for life over the past couple of 
weeks have been vast. Please know that we are here to support you, answer questions and work 
together to make the best out of a difficult situation. Thank you for working in partnership with the 
school district. Together we continue to take this step by step. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The NPS Administrative Team 
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